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Fahim Anwar will appear on Comedy Central's "Russell Simmons Presents." (Anne Cusack / Los Angeles Times)

The former Boeing employee starts with YouTube videos and graduates to stage and TV
appearances.

By Gina Piccalo
March 3, 2010

 

Hello Visitor  LOGIN or REGISTER Subscribe Place An Ad LAT Store Jobs Cars Real Estate Rentals More Classifieds

IN THE NEWS: THE OSCARS ADAM GADAHN IRAQ ELECTIONS HEALTHCARE SEN. ROY ASHBURN

ENTERTAINMENT

LOCAL U.S. & WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH LIVING TRAVEL OPINION MORE Search  GO

Engineer Fahim Anwar becomes a comedian

E-mail Print Share   Text Size

Tour the Hollywood Star Walk »

Search by name  GO

Filter by topic or tag  GO

The complete list »

Hot List: Find Events
Restaurants | Theater & Stage | Nightlife |

Festivals | Concerts | Galleries & Museums

advert isement

MOVIES TELEVISION MUSIC CELEBRITY ARTS & CULTURE COMPANY TOWN CALENDAR THE ENVELOPE HOT LIST

http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/show-login.register
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/show-createprofile.register
https://myaccount.latimes.com/index.jsp
https://advertise.latimes.com/portal/page/portal/LA%2520Times
http://store.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=latimes
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topics-3-sl,0,1376963.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-2,0,4212022.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-itn-link6-sl,0,5121560.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topics-1-sl,0,852673.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-hot-topic-3,0,4277559.storylink
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3958/0/0/%2a/t;222794190;0-0;1;12926801;3454-728/90;35775933/35793774/1;u=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03,0,2152493.story;~okv=;rs=10030;rs=10031;rs=10033;rs=10049;rs=10062;rs=10070;rs=10079;rs=10088;rs=10104;rs=10117;ptype=s;slug=la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03;rg=ur;ref=latimescom;pos=T;dcopt=ist;sz=728x90;tile=1;at=Comedy%20Central;at=Arts%20and%20Culture;at=Hulu;at=YouTube;at=Disasters;at=Washington;at=MTV%20Networks;at=Bars%20and%20Clubs;at=Engineering;at=Television%20Industry;at=Los%20Angeles;at=Tom%20Cruise;at=Technology;at=Comedy%20genre;at=Long%20Beach%20Los%20Angeles%20California;at=Facebook;at=Boeing%20Co;at=Cinderella%20fictional%20character;at=Science%20;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.powerdirect.com
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03,0,4745273,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03,0,4413029,print.story
javascript:void(0)
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03,0,2152493.story#
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03,0,2152493.story#
http://projects.latimes.com/hollywood/star-walk/
http://projects.latimes.com/hollywood/star-walk/
http://projects.latimes.com/hollywood/star-walk/
http://projects.latimes.com/hollywood/star-walk/
http://projects.latimes.com/hollywood/star-walk/
http://projects.latimes.com/hollywood/star-walk/list/
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://theguide.latimes.com/restaurants
http://theguide.latimes.com/performing-arts
http://theguide.latimes.com/bars-and-clubs
http://theguide.latimes.com/events-and-festivals
http://theguide.latimes.com/music
http://theguide.latimes.com/art
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/movies/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/tv/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/music/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/celebrity/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/calendar/
http://theenvelope.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3958/0/0/%2a/x;222459952;0-0;0;12926801;4-234/60;35559029/35576847/1;u=http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03,0,2152493.story;~okv=;rs=10030;rs=10031;rs=10033;rs=10049;rs=10062;rs=10070;rs=10079;rs=10088;rs=10104;rs=10117;ptype=s;slug=la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03;rg=ur;ref=latimescom;pos=2;sz=234x60;tile=2;at=Comedy%20Central;at=Arts%20and%20Culture;at=Hulu;at=YouTube;at=Disasters;at=Washington;at=MTV%20Networks;at=Bars%20and%20Clubs;at=Engineering;at=Television%20Industry;at=Los%20Angeles;at=Tom%20Cruise;at=Technology;at=Comedy%20genre;at=Long%20Beach%20Los%20Angeles%20California;at=Facebook;at=Boeing%20Co;at=Cinderella%20fictional%20character;at=Science%20and%20Techno;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.100khoopla.com/?market=latimes


3/8/10 9:04 PMEngineer Fahim Anwar becomes a comedian - latimes.com

Page 2 of 5http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/la-et-comedy-fahim3-2010mar03,0,2152493.story

 
Until recently, Fahim Anwar had a pretty big secret. He

carried it around for three years, from his colorless Long

Beach office cubicle to the crowded Sunset Strip. He was, in

fact, leading a double-life: Aerospace engineer by day.

Comedian by night.

FOR THE RECORD:
Fahim Anwar: An article in Wednesday's Calendar about

rising comic Fahim Anwar said he would be appearing on the

MTV reality show "Disaster Date" in May. His installment

actually is scheduled for this month. —

"Having a dream like this is very fragile," Anwar reasoned.

"It's very easy for people to write it off. It's better to keep that

to yourself."

Yet there was no sign of this mysterious duplicity Feb. 24 as

the wiry 25-year-old bounded onstage for his first televised

stand-up set on Comedy Central's "Russell Simmons Presents

Standup Comedy at the El Rey Theatre." There he was, riffing

about his "Afghan Jerry Seinfeld" look, then breaking into a mean moonwalk that roused the packed

house. Aerospace never seemed so far away as it did from the stage on that night.

Indeed, it has been just a month since Anwar left engineering. No more analyzing the floor beams of

airplanes for the Boeing Co. No more hiding in the conference room to powwow on his cellphone with

his talent manager. No more ducking out at lunch to audition. Anwar's guest starring role as an M.I.T.

dropout on "Chuck" aired in early February. His gig on MTV's reality show "Disaster Date" (in which

he plays one of the disasters) debuts in May.

The Comedy Central stand-up show airs in June.

And this fall, he'll be a regular on the college comedy circuit thanks to a successful performance at the

National Assn. of Campus Activities conference.

But this isn't your average Cinderella story. This kid plotted out his career with the pragmatism of,

well, an aerospace engineer.

It started when he was 17, living in Seattle with his Afghan-born parents, who refused to pay for

college unless he pursued something practical. Medicine. Law. Engineering. He chose the least

demanding of the three. His plan was simple: Get a mechanical engineering degree from University

of Washington. Get a job in Southern California. Get a talent manager. Get on TV. When his earnings

as a comedian were sufficient, he'd leave engineering.

"It's the most elaborate plan ever hatched to do stand-up comedy," Anwar said. "But it worked for

me. In my mind, it made perfect sense."

Anwar learned everything he knows about comedy on the job. He's never taken an acting class nor

had sketch comedy training. His manager, Jennie Church-Cooper, found him two years ago in a tiny

club in Long Beach. Back then, he was taping comic sketches in his apartment and posting them on

YouTube, desperate to get stage time in L.A. (His goofy how-to guide on attending an Afghan

wedding went viral, landing more than 500,000 hits.)

Just last week, Anwar moved up another rung. He gave up his Long Beach apartment and moved to

Los Angeles. And Comedy Store owner Mitzi Shore recently gave him a weekly spot on one of her

club's smaller stages, the so-called Belly Room. "The next step," says Church-Cooper of Principato

Young Management, optimistically, "is his own half-hour special."

Despite all this, Anwar says his parents aren't entirely sold on his new career. They've moved past the
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Despite all this, Anwar says his parents aren't entirely sold on his new career. They've moved past the

days when his mother would ask him forlornly: "What is this comedy? Is it worth throwing your life

away for?" But recently they suggested he consider dentistry, like his older brother.

"It's hard to wrap their brains around making a living in entertainment," Anwar said. "They think it's

Tom Cruise or nothing. They don't realize there are multiple tiers of success."

It's likely their opinion was shaped by their first -- and only -- experience watching Anwar perform

live. He was 18 or 19 and had beaten about 330 other people to land a spot on the Harlem-based

Apollo Theater's touring "Amateur Night" when the show came to Seattle. Anwar was psyched and

had invited his whole family and everyone he knew.

Then, as they watched, he was booed off the stage by 4,000 people. "Honestly, it can never get any

worse than that," Anwar said.

But it hardly thwarted his ambition. Anwar saw it as a rite of passage that he got out of the way early.

Though he hasn't invited his parents -- or virtually anyone else -- to another show since.

"I just like performing in front of strangers, knowing there are no stakes," he said. "If you have a bad

set, you'll never see these people again."

All that mystery has made Anwar something of a legend back at Boeing. Or a punch line, depending

on whom you ask. Mention the comedian to engineer Cameron Stevenson and an eye-roll is almost

audible over the phone.

"He had funny things to say at lunch," recalled Stevenson, who was an intern and hung out with

Anwar on the job. "Pretty witty guy. But I never expected him to be a comedian. When I was looking

him up on Facebook, I found the Fahim Anwar Fan Club. I thought it must be another Fahim Anwar."

It wasn't. In fact, after Anwar left Boeing, someone curious about his departure finally turned to

Google. There was Anwar performing sketches on his own YouTube channel. And Anwar the

"comedian, actor, writer" on FahimAnwar.com blogging about his kung fu lessons on the "Chuck" set.

"People were making jokes," Stevenson said of Anwar's sudden career change. But, he added,

"everyone was really excited when he showed up on 'Chuck.' "

The morning after that episode aired, his colleagues burned up some office bandwidth watching it on

Hulu .com.

"We were all pleasantly surprised how well he did," said Stevenson, who landed Anwar's old job and

can now quote Anwar's jokes from memory. "We all joked he had to use his own clothes for the show,

because that's how he dressed."
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