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Hollywood's New
Macho Man

by Gina Piccalo

Sam Worthington—who biked to the
Clash of the Titans press conference
while wearing an Iron Maiden T-shirt—
has filled a virile void the boyish
Pattinsons and LaBeoufs can’t.

Sam Worthington’s simmering presence doesn’t
exactly scream Cinema Star! what with that
faded Iron Maiden T-shirt, the formidable brow,
the buzz cut and the smirk. As he sauntered
into the lily-scented Four Seasons Hotel
meeting room, he looked like a bike messenger
who’d lost his way. (He had, in fact, pedaled over from some undisclosed location.)
“The first time you meet him,” said Clash of the Titans director Louis Leterrier,
“you’re like, ‘Courier, this way.”

Warner Bros.

But much to the delight of the Los Angeles junket press, Worthington salted his
movie chatter with F-bombs, flirty banter, and cheeky bravado. Occasionally, he'd
erupt into unbridled staccato laughter. Compared to the parade of domesticated,
cardigan-wearing dudes Hollywood has served up as leading men in the last few
years, Worthington’s little performance left the room rosy-cheeked and slightly
abashed, as if we’d all been gently goosed.

“I hit 30, I woke up looking in the mirror one day,
didn’t like what I saw,” Worthington said. “So I sold
the fuckin’ mirror. Sold everything else. I call it
Control-Alt-Delete, you know?”

“I'm not in this profession to be famous,” he told the room with that unblinking,
Semper Fi look that comes so naturally to him. “That's a byproduct of the size and
scope of the movies | do. You want to be famous; you'll go broke. This job is too
hard.”

There will be no quiet indie dramas for this guy. He didn’t sell everything four years
ago and camp out in his Toyota Camry just to woo a few bespectacled co-eds. It's
go-time, James Cameron-style. Clash of the Titans is his first film since the box-
office behemoth Avatar. Neither film pretends to be anything other than a popcorn-
chomping thrill ride, and Worthington wouldn’t have it any other way. He says he’s
in this business to “give the audience their 16 bucks’ worth.” “You get to the point
where you play with the big boys,” he said. “And | want to do big movies.”

Bring it on, Sam. Those brick-laying years chumming it up with calloused day
laborers in Sydney are finally paying off. Hollywood needs you and your machismo
now more than ever.

“He’s really a no-bullshit guy,” says Clash of the Titans co-screenwriter Phil Hay.
“He’s very grounded in the real world, in his life experiences. And | think that
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comes through in that devil-may-care attitude. He never aims it. He just kind of
goes for it. It doesn’t feel calculated.”

But don’t be fooled by all that blue-collar bluster. Worthington has legitimate acting
cred. After dropping out of high school and working construction, he landed a
scholarship to Australia’s National Institute for the Dramatic Arts. As the story
goes, he was following a girlfriend to the audition and on a whim, he gave it a go
himself. That eventually led to a TV series and a few notable film roles, including a
gruff rancher’s son opposite Abbie Cornish in 2004’s Somersault and MacBeth in
cult director Geoffrey Wright's 2007 contemporary adaptation.

But apparently it wasn’t satisfying enough for Worthington. “I hit 30, | woke up
looking in the mirror one day, didn't like what | saw,” he said. “So | sold the fuckin'
mirror. Sold everything else. | call it Control-Alt-Delete, you know?” It wasn’t, he
said, his decade-long career that dissatisfied him. What was it then, you ask?
“That's between me and the fuckin’ mirror, isn’t it?” All right then.

Worthington has an undeniably masculine charisma that makes him, as Cameron
once put it, “an old-school tough guy.” And that truly sets him apart from so many
actors of his caliber, in his generation. (He's now 33.)

Page: 12 <%

April 1, 2010 | 10:38pm | | | | |

You might also like:

Reality Show for Ungaro 'Furious’ Marilyn Monroe  Lil Wayne to
White-House Over Lohan's Smokes Pot on  Prison in
Crashers - Collection - Film? - Newsreel February -
Newsreel - The Newsreel - The - The Daily Beast Newsreel - The
Daily Beast Daily Beast Daily Beast

RELATED TAGS

Film, Entertainment, Movies, Montgomery Clift, The Candidate, Dracula Year Zero. Dan Dare,
Nicolas Cage Garrett Hedlund, Prince Of Persia: The Sands Of Time, Geoffrey Wright,
Somersault, Phil Hay, Tron Legacy, Four Seasons Hotel, Clash Of The Titans, Sam Worthington,
The Tourist, Avatar, Cary Grant, Shia Labeouf, Abbie Cornish, Louis Leterrier, Steve Mcqueen,
Seth Rogen, Macbeth, James Cameron, Ryan Gosling, Chris Pine, Star Trek, Rudyard Kipling,
Jake Gyllenhaal, Johnny Depp, Robert Pattinson, Russell Crowe, Ryan Reynolds, James Franco,
Clint Eastwood

COMMENTS

Collapse Replies sort by date:

TechChick
| agree 100% with the WHOLE article !

4:10 pm, Apr 2, 2010

LEAVE A COMMENT

Please log in to leave comments.

http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-04-01/hollywoods-new-macho-man/?cid=sexybeast:mainpromol

4/2/10 3:24 PM

How the Media Got
Knox Wrong

The Uber Producer

FROM OUR PARTNERS

G

John Forsythe, TV
Legend, Dies at 92

Newton-John's Ex
Found, Wants to Stay
Lost

'Two and a Half Men'
Minus One?

POLITICS DAILY

Kal Penn (aka Kumar)
Leaves White House to
Return to Hollywood

National Park Service
Looks to Honor Cesar
Chavez

The Great Divide:
Connecting Student
Governments With

Student Bodies

Newsweek

Democrats Are
Unusually Unified, But
It's Not Helping Them

UPDATE: Hank
Johnson, Guam, and
Hepatitis C: U.S. Rep

Suffers From Too-

Common lliness

Pelosi Gets Little Love
From Passage of Health
Care

™L

Erykah Badu to Be
Charged Over Nude
Video

Dina Lohan -- Bounced
Checks, Really?

Cops Launch Erykah
Badu Nude Probe

SIGN UP

FOR OUR EMAIL NEWSLETTER
Enter your Email Address

SUBMIT

Page 2 of 3


http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-04-01/hollywoods-new-macho-man/full/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-04-01/hollywoods-new-macho-man/2/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-04-01/hollywoods-new-macho-man/2/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/film/?cid=bsa:related1
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/entertainment/?cid=bsa:related2
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/movies/?cid=bsa:related3
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/montgomery+clift/?cid=bsa:related4
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/the+candidate/?cid=bsa:related5
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/dracula+year+zero.+dan+dare/?cid=bsa:related6
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/nicolas+cage+garrett+hedlund/?cid=bsa:related7
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/prince+of+persia%3A+the+sands+of+time/?cid=bsa:related8
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/geoffrey+wright/?cid=bsa:related9
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/somersault/?cid=bsa:related10
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/phil+hay/?cid=bsa:related11
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/tron+legacy/?cid=bsa:related12
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/four+seasons+hotel/?cid=bsa:related13
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/clash+of+the+titans/?cid=bsa:related14
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/sam+worthington/?cid=bsa:related15
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/the+tourist/?cid=bsa:related16
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/avatar/?cid=bsa:related17
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/cary+grant/?cid=bsa:related18
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/shia+labeouf/?cid=bsa:related19
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/abbie+cornish/?cid=bsa:related20
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/louis+leterrier/?cid=bsa:related21
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/steve+mcqueen/?cid=bsa:related22
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/seth+rogen/?cid=bsa:related23
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/macbeth/?cid=bsa:related24
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/james+cameron/?cid=bsa:related25
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/ryan+gosling/?cid=bsa:related26
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/chris+pine/?cid=bsa:related27
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/star+trek/?cid=bsa:related28
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/rudyard+kipling/?cid=bsa:related29
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/jake+gyllenhaal/?cid=bsa:related30
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/johnny+depp/?cid=bsa:related31
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/robert+pattinson/?cid=bsa:related32
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/russell+crowe/?cid=bsa:related33
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/ryan+reynolds/?cid=bsa:related34
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/james+franco/?cid=bsa:related35
http://www.thedailybeast.com/tag/clint+eastwood/?cid=bsa:related36
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=79fde88820b4b7ab7d18714166a0e37d&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=0
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=79fde88820b4b7ab7d18714166a0e37d&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=0
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=34c566b0ab0da006be7bdeb787317d4a&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=1
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=34c566b0ab0da006be7bdeb787317d4a&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=1
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=f6cbe9c2baadf9bcf5de7d175ec7053c&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=2
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=f6cbe9c2baadf9bcf5de7d175ec7053c&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=2
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=b4d356fca56055f3a7bc261a4929cf8f&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=3
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=b4d356fca56055f3a7bc261a4929cf8f&rdid=71876496&type=MV_def&in-site=true&req_id=d88231780989edd0d5ebcdd56cf2161b&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=3
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.details.com/celebrities-entertainment/cover-stars/201004/sam-worthington-cover-star-avatar-clash-of-the-titans?currentPage=1
http://blog.zap2it.com/thedishrag/2009/05/james-cameron-avatar.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-04-02/how-the-media-got-knox-wrong/?cid=bsa:vertical:bookbeast1
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-04-01/the-uber-producer/?cid=bsa:vertical:bookbeast2
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partners:popeater&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popeater.com%2F?cid=bsa:partners:popeater
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:1&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popeater.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fjohn-forsythe-dies-at-92%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:popeater1
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:2&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popeater.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Folivia-newton-john-patrick-kim-mcdermott-found%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:popeater2
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:3&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popeater.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Ftwo-and-a-half-men-charlie-sheen%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:popeater3
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partners:politics-daily&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.politicsdaily.com%2F?cid=bsa:partners:politics-daily
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:4&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.politicsdaily.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fkal-penn-aka-kumar-leaves-white-house-to-return-to-hollywood%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:politics-daily1
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:5&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.politicsdaily.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fnational-park-service-looks-to-honor-cesar-chavez%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:politics-daily2
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:6&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.politicsdaily.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fthe-great-divide-connecting-student-governments-with-student-bo%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:politics-daily3
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partners:newsweek&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsweek.com%2F?cid=bsa:partners:newsweek
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:7&f=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.newsweek.com%2Fblogs%2Fthegaggle%2Farchive%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fdemocrats-are-unusually-unified-but-it-s-not-helping-them.aspx?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:newsweek1
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:8&f=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.newsweek.com%2Fblogs%2Fthehumancondition%2Farchive%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fhank-johnson-guam-and-hepatitis-c-us-rep-suffers-from-too-common-illness.aspx?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:newsweek2
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:9&f=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.newsweek.com%2Fblogs%2Fthegaggle%2Farchive%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fpelosi-gets-little-love-from-passage-of-health-care.aspx?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:newsweek3
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partners:tmz&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tmz.com%2F?cid=bsa:partners:tmz
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:10&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tmz.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Ferykah-badu-to-be-charged-over-nude-video%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:tmz1
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:11&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tmz.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fdina-lohan-lindsay-lohan-bounced-checks-rent%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:tmz2
http://www.thedailybeast.com/partnersfeed/?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:12&f=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tmz.com%2F2010%2F04%2F02%2Fcops-launch-erykah-badu-nude-probe%2F?cid=bsa:partnersfeed:tmz3

Hollywood's New Macho Man - Page 1 - The Daily Beast 4/2/10 3:24 PM

AT rap mafls GRTETTE NOWATRIS WM FRROCY SIWATTTRREUR TERECTRR STRNP WO RESFEDE GET EMAIL UPDATES BT
HOME | CHEAT SHEET | BUZZ BOARD | BIG FAT STORY | BLOGS & STORIES | VIDEOS | GALLERIES Sign up for daily email updates from The Daily Beast

Cmmemmn SEXY BEAST | BOOK BEAST | HUNGRY BEAST | ART BEAST | GIVING BEAST

EXPEDIA | HOTELS | HOTWIRE | URBANSPOON | LIFE123 | LIVEDAILY | REFERENCE

http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-04-01/hollywoods-new-macho-man/?cid=sexybeast:mainpromol Page 3 of 3


http://www.thedailybeast.com/?cid=bsa:topnav:hp
http://www.thedailybeast.com/cheat-sheet?cid=bsa:topnav:cs
http://www.thedailybeast.com/beast-board?cid=bsa:topnav:bb
http://www.thedailybeast.com/big-fat-story?cid=bsa:topnav:bfs
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories?cid=bsa:topnav:bs
http://www.thedailybeast.com/video?cid=bsa:topnav:video
http://www.thedailybeast.com/galleries?cid=bsa:topnav:galleries
http://www.thedailybeast.com/sexybeast?cid=bsa:topnav:sxyb
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsmaker/book-beast/?cid=bsa:topnav:book
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsmaker/hungry-beast?cid=bsa:topnav:hungryb
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsmaker/art-and-photography?cid=bsa:topnav:artb
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsmaker/giving-beast?cid=bsa:topnav:givingb
http://www.essentialaccessibility.com/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/
http://www.expedia.com/
http://www.hotels.com/
http://www.hotwire.com/
http://www.urbanspoon.com/
http://www.life123.com/
http://www.livedaily.com/
http://www.reference.com/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/help/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2009-10-05/the-daily-beast-turns-one/full/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/contact-us/
http://www.jobvite.com/CompanyJobs/Careers.aspx?c=qUY9VfwG&cs=9ze9VfwB
http://www.thedailybeast.com/advertise-with-us/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/community-policy/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/terms-of-use/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/site-map/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/iphone/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/rss-feeds/

