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No joke — Russell Peters is a famous comedian

He is No. 9 on the Forbes magazine list of top-earning comics and has set attendance records
in Britain. Yet the politically incorrect comic is largely unknown in the U.S. ‘Why is
Hollywood ignoring me?’ he says. ‘I don’t know.’
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Comedian Russell Peters at the John Lovitz Comedy Club at Universal City Walk. (Robert Gauthier, Los Angeles
Times / March 9, 2010)
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No joke — Russell Peters is a famous comedian - latimes.com

Even before his first cup of coffee and his cayenne pepper
vitamin, though, there was a little red "on-air" light flashing
behind Peters' eyes, and he was firing off antagonistic one-
liners, hoping to get a rise out of his interviewer. Most of
these suggestive little puns aren't suitable for a family
newspaper.

They did however, drive home an important point about

Peters: This guy will sell out arenas around the world, rank

No. 9 on Forbes magazine's list of top-earning comics, hold

the British record for largest attendance (16,500) for a single
comedy performance, and collect his cool $10 million a year with or without the media or Hollywood.
He has, thanks to his viral videos on the Internet, been doing it for years.

Peters, 39, is the first — and apparently the only — Anglo-Indian comic at his vaunted level. Even his
relative peers in the business, Dane Cook, Jeff Foxworthy and Larry the Cable Guy, are strictly North
American stadium comics. The Canadian-born Peters takes turns with Chris Rock breaking
attendance records in London.

On Saturday, Peters brings his raucous politically incorrect show to the decidedly modest Bridges
Auditorium in Claremont, but that's just a warm-up for his Australian arena tour. Earlier this week,
tickets to the campus gig were going for nearly $300, three times their face value. So excuse Peters if
he's not awash in humility.

"It is pretty crazy," he says of his anonymity relative to his success. "When you look at the company
I'm with [on the Forbes list], it's like Jerry Seinfeld, Chris Rock, Dane Cook, George Lopez. And you
know all those people's names and you can give them credit. And you look at my name and you're like
who ... is this guy? Chris Rock calls me ‘the most famous person nobody's ever heard of.' "

The uncensored wilds of the Internet seem a fitting home for Peters' material. In his act, which
appeals to a multicultural audience, Asian and African stereotypes abound. Indians, Koreans,
Vietnamese, Filipinos, even Nigerians are called out. He cracks jokes about tightfisted Indians and
the Chinese retailers who despise them. His East Indian parents are regular targets too. Peters is a
gifted mimic, and in one bit he cartoonishly imitates the differences between Cantonese and
Mandarin. During one show in San Francisco, he quizzed a Chinese-American couple in the audience
on their given names and then made fun of the way they pronounced them.

The joke killed. "I don't make the stereotypes," he told that audience. "I just see them."

Peters is a tall, heavy-set guy. He was a boxer as a young man, a sport he took up after too many run-
ins with schoolyard bullies. His features telegraph his family's immigrant status, and perhaps for that
reason he can get away with a brand of material that if dished out by a Caucasian might make
headlines and end a career.

Peters considers his act groundbreaking because he was one of the first Anglo-Indian comics who
lampooned South Asian culture. By his measure, the Aziz Ansaris of the world owe him some props.

"The good thing for the new guard is that they don't have to do that material now," he says. "That's
been done, and they can get past it and move on to the next step. And because I'm the guy who started
it, people kind of still expect that stuff."

Peters started doing standup at 19 in Toronto. He spent four years on amateur nights at that city's
famous comedy club Yuk Yuks. He worked for another decade earning a mere $40,000 a year,
sometimes driving 400 miles for $50, touring Singapore and Hong Kong, Europe and Canada,
performing for ex-pats.

Then in 2005, just as YouTube debuted, fans started passing around video clips from his third
"Comedy Now!" standup special on Canadian TV. His ticket sales soared. By late 2006, Peters was
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No joke — Russell Peters is a famous comedian - latimes.com

booking his first arena, the 18,000-seat Air Canada Centre in Toronto. By 2007, he was selling out
arenas throughout Canada, greeting his audience as "You filthy downloaders!" In 2008, he sold out
Madison Square Garden.

But his Internet fame didn't translate in Hollywood. "Why is Hollywood ignoring me?" he asked over
breakfast. "I don't know. I don't care really. I do, but I don't. You know what I mean?"

What Peters means is that he's been auditioning and developing pilots ever since he left Toronto for
L.A. five years ago. "His auditioning didn't always go well because he's going out and playing 15,000-
seat arenas and then coming back to L.A. and going into a waiting room with two dozen other comics
he knows," says Clayton Peters, his brother and manager. "It gets disheartening after a while."

But this year, he finally landed his first major film role in director Duncan Jones' sci-fi thriller
"Source Code" starring as a disgraced comedian opposite Jake Gyllenhaal. (The film is in production.)
It's a higher glamour quotient than stand-up but financially small potatoes compared with his global
stand-up machine. His Sydney show next month will be the largest single comedy show in Australian
history. In September, he'll head back to London's O2 arena, where he is again poised to break his
own attendance records.

And yet, when Peters returns home to his Studio City "compound" he's still a touch miffed that the
paparazzi outside his favorite Rodeo Drive suit store don't recognize him. "None of the paparazzi have
any clue who I am," he says, remembering one particular encounter. "I look at them. I go, ‘There's
nobody in the [expletive] store. You're the worst paparazzi ever! You can't spot talent! And then when
you do, you can't even find them!' And then I walked away."

calendar@latimes.com

Copyright © 2010, The Los Angeles Times

ADS BY GOOGLE

Alfred Hitchcock 39 Steps
A Hitchcock masterpiece mixed with Monty Python fun. Ahmanson Theatre
CenterTheatreGroup.org/39Steps

Woody Harrelson Fan?
Did you love "Zombieland"? Pick up "Defendor" - on DVD 4/13!

Amazon.com/Defendor

roueren ey SlIFnhaca
RELATED STORIES
From the L.A. Times
e Beer of the Month: Avery Brewing Salvation
o Mammoth Mountain extends ski season to July 4
o NATO committed to find soldier held by insurgents

http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4792303.story

4/16/10 7:32 AM

Page 3 of 4


http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4433651,print.story%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-tribune_news3_html%26adU%3DCenterTheatreGroup.org/39Steps%26adT%3DAlfred%2BHitchcock%2B39%2BSteps%26adU%3DAmazon.com/Defendor%26adT%3DWoody%2BHarrelson%2BFan%253F%26gl%3DUS%26hideleadgen%3D1&usg=AFQjCNGRWU5lPBurW7R9_KheUOfmYkMl6w
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ByUYj6nTIS8_FLobYjQSXl_gr7IuMmAHC97_hDsCNtwGg0RkQARgBIKjxoQYoAjgAUNaP490EYMn-gYfIo5AZoAHcubP-A7IBD3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBWWh0dHA6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vbmV3cy9wb2xpdGljcy9sYS1ldC0tcnVzc2VsbC1wZXRlcnMtMjAxMDA0MTYsMCw0NDMzNjUxLHByaW50LnN0b3J5gAIBqAMB6AO2AegDuAH1AwAAAEQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtw1Kb2LZ-EZxdU_eBLEWNJTBjwKpg&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://CenterTheatreGroup.org/39Steps
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ByUYj6nTIS8_FLobYjQSXl_gr7IuMmAHC97_hDsCNtwGg0RkQARgBIKjxoQYoAjgAUNaP490EYMn-gYfIo5AZoAHcubP-A7IBD3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBWWh0dHA6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vbmV3cy9wb2xpdGljcy9sYS1ldC0tcnVzc2VsbC1wZXRlcnMtMjAxMDA0MTYsMCw0NDMzNjUxLHByaW50LnN0b3J5gAIBqAMB6AO2AegDuAH1AwAAAEQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtw1Kb2LZ-EZxdU_eBLEWNJTBjwKpg&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://CenterTheatreGroup.org/39Steps
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bqv2s6nTIS8_FLobYjQSXl_gr_sn0wQHWlMvdEsCNtwGQz1MQAhgCIKjxoQYoAjgAULaUqawCYMn-gYfIo5AZsgEPd3d3LmxhdGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gFZaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbS9uZXdzL3BvbGl0aWNzL2xhLWV0LS1ydXNzZWxsLXBldGVycy0yMDEwMDQxNiwwLDQ0MzM2NTEscHJpbnQuc3RvcnnIAor40Q2oAwHoA7YB6AO4AfUDAAAARA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzx1b6pfeehGUa48TkFPCOd_xicpA&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://www.amazon.com/dp/B003626TNG/ref%3Dnosim/%3Ftag%3Dsonypicturese-20
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bqv2s6nTIS8_FLobYjQSXl_gr_sn0wQHWlMvdEsCNtwGQz1MQAhgCIKjxoQYoAjgAULaUqawCYMn-gYfIo5AZsgEPd3d3LmxhdGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gFZaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbS9uZXdzL3BvbGl0aWNzL2xhLWV0LS1ydXNzZWxsLXBldGVycy0yMDEwMDQxNiwwLDQ0MzM2NTEscHJpbnQuc3RvcnnIAor40Q2oAwHoA7YB6AO4AfUDAAAARA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzx1b6pfeehGUa48TkFPCOd_xicpA&client=ca-tribune_news3_html&adurl=http://www.amazon.com/dp/B003626TNG/ref%3Dnosim/%3Ftag%3Dsonypicturese-20
mailto:calendar@latimes.com
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.surphace.com/
http://www.latimes.com/features/food/la-fo-bom-20100408,0,4278002.story?track=rss
http://travel.latimes.com/daily-deal-blog/index.php/mammoth-mountain-ext-6748
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-0409-afghan-captured-soldier-20100409,0,4366591.story?track=rss
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/397e/c/ac/%2a/l;219711667;0-0;0;44112345;1-468/60;33997182/34015060/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000767473/mnum=0000808454/cstr=93053554=_4bc874ec,1753688853,767473%5E808454%5E1183%5E0,1_/xsxdata=1:93301623/bnum=93053554/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hotelindigo.com/h/d/in/1/en/home%3F_PMID%3D99617394%26cm_mmc%3Dcpms-_-DFA-_-IN_10off-_-EN%26dp%3Dtrue

No joke — Russell Peters is a famous comedian - latimes.com

Comments (0)

Currently there are no comments. Be the first to comment!

B4 E-mail B Print Digg Twitter n Facebook @ StumbleUpon

Share

Add comments

Discussion FAQ

If you are under 13 years of age you may read this message board, but you may not
participate. Comments are filtered for language and registration is required. Readers may
report comments by clicking report abuse. Once a comment has been flagged, a Los Angeles
Times staffer will investigate. Readers are reminded to post comments that are germane to
the article and write in a common language that steers clear of personal attacks and/or
vulgarities. Note: Comments are moderated and will not appear until they have been
reviewed by Times staff. Here are the full legal terms you agree to by using this comment

4/16/10 7:32 AM

form.
News Entertainment Living Multimedia Top Blogs More
Local Television Travel Video L. A. Now Corrections
U.S. & World Movies Health Photos Fabulous Forum Readers' Rep
Business Music Food Data Desk Ministry of Gossip Contact Us | Help
Technology Arts & Culture Home Your Scene TV Show Tracker About Us
Sports Celebrity Image Times on Twitter Company Town Events
Opinion The Envelope Magazine RSS Politics LATMG Media Kit
Columnists Calendar Books Newsletters Music Print Edition
Obituaries Company Town Autos Archives Hero Complex Subscribe
TV Listings Hot List Kindle Technology Manage My Account
Movie Listings Horoscopes E-edition Movies .
Tickets Crosswords Site Map

Los Angeles Times

Coastline Pilot | Daily Pilot | Huntington Beach Independent | Valley Sun | Burbank Leader | News Press | KTLA | Hoy | Brand X | LA, Los Angeles Times Magazine | ZAPzit |
Baltimore Sun | Chicago Tribune | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | Los Angeles Times | Orlando Sentinel | Sun Sentinel | The Morning Call |

Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | Los Angeles Times, 202 West 1st Street, Los Angeles, California, 9goo12 | Copyright 2010

A Tribune Web site

http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4792303.story

Page 4 of 4


http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/technology/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/news/columnists/
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/tv/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/movies/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/music/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/celebrity/
http://theenvelope.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/calendar/
http://www.latimes.com/companytown/
http://tvlistings.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=lat/
http://www.calendarlive.com/movies/
http://tickets.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://travel.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features/food/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/home_blog/
http://www.latimes.com/features/image/
http://www.latimesmagazine.com/
http://www.latimes.com/features/books/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/highway1/
http://www.latimes.com/theguide/
http://www.latimes.com/horoscopes/
http://www.latimes.com/games/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://www.latimes.com/videobeta/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/photography/
http://projects.latimes.com/index/
http://yourscene.latimes.com/mycapture/photos/index.aspx
http://www.latimes.com/about/twitter/
http://www.latimes.com/about/rss/
https://secure.latimes.com/services/site/registration/show-editproducts.register
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/latimes/advancedsearch.html?track=leftnav-archives
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0016LG51A?tag=latimescom-20&creative=384345&linkCode=kin
http://eedition.latimes.com/cgi-bin/ee.cgi
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/sports_blog/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/gossip/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/showtracker/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/washington/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/music_blog/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/herocomplex/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/technology/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/movies/
http://www.latimes.com/news/blogs/
http://www.latimes.com/news/custom/corrections/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/readers/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-contactus,0,1439615.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/about/mediagroup/
http://www.latimes.com/about/mediagroup/events/
http://webapp1.latimes.com/mediakit/index.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/custom/showcase/la-print-edition,0,400543.htmlstory
https://myaccount.latimes.com/index.jsp
https://myaccount.latimes.com/index.jsp
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/lat-terms,0,6713384.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.coastlinepilot.com/
http://www.dailypilot.com/
http://www.hbindependent.com/
http://lacanadaonline.com/
http://www.burbankleader.com/
http://www.glendalenewspress.com/
http://www.ktla.com/
http://www.vivelohoy.com/
http://www.thisisbrandx.com/
http://www.latimesmagazine.com/
http://www.zap2it.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://www.dailypress.com/
http://www.courant.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/
http://www.mcall.com/
http://www.latimes.com/terms
http://www.latimes.com/privacypolicy
http://www.tribune.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4765895,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4433651,print.story
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4792303.story&title=No%20joke%20%E2%80%94%20Russell%20Peters%20is%20a%20famous%20comedian
http://twitter.com/home?status=%5BNo%20joke%20%E2%80%94%20Russell%20Peters%20is%20a%20famous%20comedian%5D%5Bhttp://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4792303.story%5D
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?&u=http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4792303.story&t=No%20joke%20%E2%80%94%20Russell%20Peters%20is%20a%20famous%20comedian
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-et--russell-peters-20100416,0,4792303.story&title=No%20joke%20%E2%80%94%20Russell%20Peters%20is%20a%20famous%20comedian
javascript:void(0)
http://discussions.latimes.com/20/lanews/la-et--russell-peters-20100416/10
http://discussions.latimes.com/20/lanews/la-et--russell-peters-20100416/10
http://latimes.com/discuss-faq

